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Welcome to iCreating A Blog,0

With this powerful eBook, you hold in your hands everything
necessary in learning how to start your own blog on the internet.
This book spares no detail, but also manages to rtut to the chaseo
in delivering what you need to know.

Many people approach blogging in different ways, but the lessons
learned in this book are universally accepted. By covering
everything from getting that initial fgamepland set up in an
effective way, to choosing a web hosting client, to installing the
system and marketing your websiteé this guide has it all!

More importantly, this book is a collaboration of a series that |
wrote on my blog theNetFool.com. | had spent a month or two
publishing this 8-part series that would guide my readers through
creating a successful blog from scratch; now, its time to put it all
together in one place for a easy to understand go-to reference.

If you like the content of this book and want to get a bit deeper
into the blogging world, learning how to expand your exposure,
increase your traffic and maximize your profitsé check out
http://www.thenetfool.com/ and subscribe to our RSS feed! J

Best Regards,

Jim Regan firhe Net Foolo


http://www.thenetfool.com/

Table of Contents

Establishing Your Niche and Focus

Finding A Great Domain Name

Registering Your Domain Name and Web Hosting
Selecting and Installing Your Blogging Platform
Choosing Your Theme and Installing Plugins
Optimize Your Blog for Search Engines and More
Blogging and Marketing to Get Traffic and Readers

Organizing Content and Forming a Blogging Routine



Part One: Establishing Your Niche & Focus

Welcome to Part One of my series of posts that will be covering
the topic of how to set up your own blog. A lot of readers have

come to me as kawdlid

youdothis?ié and | bel I me
to get you up to pace.

Creating a website or blog is one of

the more daunting tasks if you do not

know what you are ... .— __.. letbos
this into perspective. Although ultimately nobody can verify this, it

IS estimated that there are over 20 billion websites on the

i nternet today. Thatdos a | ot of we
website is one of the easier things to do, it just takes a little elbow

grease to put the wheels in motion. @

Before You Start

A |l ot of people dondét understand t
and maintain. Donét ena@mgandfse®@ ur t i n
AswWmmai nso (e.g. Amysite.yoursite.

nobody gets noticed without a little investment. Knowing this, you
can expect to pay $8/year That 6gour

pretty affordable! Web hosting is going to be your biggest



expense. You can find free web hosts if you want to live on the
edge a bit before you start to see some serious traffic and
revenue come in. Once you make the switch over to paid hosting
for better service, you should expect to be paying anywhere from
$4-t0-$10 every month.

With these two ¢ osavesagespendmgofds80 t hat
every year for your blog, not a very large investment considering
the return you will soon be getting every month. Too expensive?
Well if you use free web hosting, which we will explore in Part 2,

you could get out of this fegor as |

Pick Your Type of Blog

In the blogging world, of the i bl ogosphered as man

there are going to be two types of blogs: for-profit and non-profit.

Some will tellyou thatafor-pr of i t Dbl og i s nAsell ir
youé this is complete bull -proff he N
blog, but gues s what é& | care about what
should be entirely i1rrelevant! E v e
money, i f money iase aébfor-ppht blog. Nothingi t é
againsteit her side, 1 tb6s just I mportant

before you start.



Put On Your Thinking Cap!

Whether or not you are planning to make
money on your blog, it is going to be important _
that you find a fAniche/ s some K

and unique market of focus, for your blog.

Why? Well having a competitive niche will get
you the traffic that you need, and having traffic should be just as

important whether or not you are making money.

So whatdés this about Anicheod topic
shoul dnét drive what your bDblog is a
blog about something that everyone else is already writing about.

|l n effect, you want a focus area t

can get the exposure and the traffic that you crave.

Youdonot need to be so specific yet

you from the pack! For example, when | started The Net Foal, |

had a very saturated market in the
categoryé so | decided to spin thi
Now | d davethat pjain sld make money online blog, |

have something unique that people will consider different and
speci al . | 6ve got the Ayoung bl ogg
mar ket 0 s | angdotmyparimdry rgots in making neoney.

This is something that makes The Net Fool unique, and is also



something that gets me traffic and RSS subscribers. So before
you start, make sure you have something special to get noticed

from the get-go.

Tying It All Together - Focusing Your Focus

Assuming that after hearing about the costs of owning

a blog and the market saturation issue you still want
*? to create your own bl og, | et ¢
-,‘  we want now, is a focused bl ¢
( a bl og about dAgol f, 0 but youd(
. a bl og about Agolf clubs. 0 Y
a ANbaseball , 06 but youdd get a

you chose to writeaadlbaltl|l ANYC
where | 6m coming from? You shoul dn
making a new blog and looking to see results fast. A more exact

f ocus, or Af ocused focus, 0 can r ea

Bottom Line: Having the ambition to decide on creating a blog is

great, but are you willing to put in the time and money investment

to make it happen? You should expect to pay anywhere from $5

to $100 cash for a good blog, and
what you want to bl og abydouwdbtoobef or e
much at once. It is much better to start with a focused niche and

gradually expand outward than trying to do everything at once. @



Part Two: Finding a Great Domain Name

| discussed the task of creating a focus on
what you are going to be blogging about.
It is very important to have not just a

general idea, but to have a specific game

plan in place. The common advice goes to

start small, and grow over time.

Now that you have your niche I n mi
that all-important domain name to direct traffic your way. Before |
getahead of myself,let& st art with t hdlyidasi c s

domain name?

ADomain Name (noun): A series of
separated by periods, such as www.hmco.com, that is an
address of a computer network connection and that identifies

t he owner of -Dictiorary.eothdr ess. 0

Soadomain nameisthat al | I mportant ndexamp
use to direct people to the place on the internet where your

website is stored, or your web hosting. Some people think initially

that domainnamesar e bi g and expensive pur

A domain name can be bought in seconds, and readied within 24



hours, for under $10 by a domain name client like GoDaddy.com,

NameCheap.com, landl.com or Register.com.

Before | take you through the process of finding and registering

that winning address, | want to define the two types of domain

names: private and public. No, not referring

to who can and who canoét

| 6m tal ki ng aibnoyoutregistdre | nf
with. | recommend landl.com to register

domains (for now) because they offer free

private registration with every .com name.

When you register a domain name, you are

required to submit all your contact

i nformationé which become
available to anyone who looks. So basically, unless you register

privately (anonymously), you are going to be sharing your contact
information with the world. Most places tack on a few bucks for a

private registration, but some will give it to you for free!

Know What Makes A Good Domain Name

Okay, so you know what your websi:t
Amoney.como i s already regi stder ed,
that diamond in the rough domain name that nobody has

registered. Great domain names exist, you just have to look for



them. | want to give you an idea of what you are looking for,
before you actwually start | ooking.

domain name formats:

Great Domain Names: Really good domain names are going to

be the one-word andtwo-wor d domai n names t hat
separated by a hyphen, space or anything (word.com or

wordword.com). Of course, the words should always be

somewhat related.

Good Domain Names: Take those two word domain names and

add a hyphen in between the words
(like ebook-r i ch. com), then you have a go
| onger , | 6d suggest going back to

for one without a hyphen as it lowers value.

Poor Domain Names: | would only recommend
names. | f the A.neto version of yo
keep it on standby and continue 1| o0

than two words (unlessitsa prefixor s uf thenxe tifiokod .fic om

or fAwebpnoogtoimbdg i n any domain name.

In all, you want a domain name that search engines will pick up

on easily, giving you better rankings. Have your keywords in the



domain name if possible, and try to limit the length of your domain

name to 16 characters (not including .com, .net, etc) max. @

Finding A Winner

There are a | ot of domai ns
there arendét a | ot of good
might have to be creative to get whatyouwa nt é

so there are quite a few tools to get the creative

juices flowing.

First of all, open up a word document and load up

a domain name website like GoDaddy.com. This
will be for checking if a domain name is available, and recording
the ones that are in the word file. We want to start building a list of
available domain names that you can look back on when you are
done to choose your favorite. For an example, here is the name

list | generated for finding my latest blog.

Basically, | recommend sitting down and plugging in different
word combinations until you get something you liked. You can see
my thought process in the text file above. Here is a list of tools to

get you on your way:


http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt
http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt
http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt

1 Dislexicon - A great tool that takes common words like

Amoneyo and generates short dome
they could be real words.

7 JustDropped - This site gets you a great list of domain

names that have recently expired and are fresh on the
market.

17 DomainsBot - A popular search engine that is geared

specifically to helping you come up with good domain

names.

Themost 1 mportant thing iIs to keep
found a good one. Keep tracking the names that are available,
add them to your list, and keep searching. If you can build a list of

15-20 available domain names, you are sure to find a keeper! @

| hope you enjoyed this lesson on finding a good domain name.

Some people stress the importance of a domain name far too

much for anyonedsodogoodal Agdi mpol e a
brandable, easy to remember, and search engine friendly domain

name, in the long run it is up to your content to get your blog

popular.


http://www.robobunny.com/cgi-bin/dislexicon
http://justdropped.com/
http://domainsbot.com/

Part Three: Registering Your Domain Name & Web Hosting

By now, youdbve go°
name and blog concept all worked
out,timet o pay t he pi
to get you the right deal, at the right

price, with the right company. @

First things first, in order to run a blog, you will need both a

domain name and some web hosting space. Often,y o u 6 | | get
free domain name along with any purchase of web hosting. If

you are going to go for the free h
a domain name yourself., | 6m goi ng

assumption that you are buying both of these separately.

Now, you could order your domain name first, but without
anywhere to point ité i1itbdbs going t
knock out web hosting first! In any web hosting account, both paid

and free, make sure that the plan offers the following features:

17 MySQL Databases (at least one)
1 FTP Access (for uploading files)
7 All Major Scripting Services (PHP 4 and/or 5, CGl, Perl, etc.)

Free Web Hosting

If someone is going to give you free hosting, you need to be



skeptical. These can be utter rip-offs and a waste of your time.

However, many are actually great deals. You need to make sure

there wond6t be any ads run on your
provider. Also, be sure that there is no size cap on uploaded files

(what a pain!) and that you are allowed toedityour . ht access
configuration file. Letds have a |

providers:

1 Zymic (5,000MB Space, 50,000MB Transfer) TNF Favorite!
1 FreeHostia (250MB Space, 5GB Transfer)
7 AwardSpace (200MB Space, 5GB Transfer)

You should be safe to go with either of those hosts, and | know
some people that paid for hosting will be shaking in their boots
when they see what they offer. Sti
the move to paid hosting once busi

that move later on after you get your feet wet.

Paid Web Hosting

Looking for the professional setup fromtheget-go ? |t 6s a pa
switch hosts, so | would definitely recommend starting early with

paid hosting from one of these great providers. Any of these hosts

will get you what you need at a budget price, and you can rest

easy that your website iIisndfaregoi ng

my favorites:


http://www.zymic.com/free-web-hosting/
http://freehostia.com/free_hosting.html
http://www.awardspace.com/web_hosting.html

1 HostGator ( o Hat c h | TNFdavorRel an)
1 Top Hosting Center( 0 Speedyo ~' -~ -"

7 Go Daddy (Economy Plan)

7 BlueHost (Professional Hosting)

1 Host Monster (Professional Hosting)

7 1&1 Internet (Beginner Hosting)

All of these hosting companies are top-notch, and will get you the

hosting you require, and the price that fits your budget. |

recommend getting the small est pac
shoul dndt be paying more than $10
have a whole network of website you are running. You need

about 200MB space per blog, and you should bank on having

5MB bandwidth (traffic) for every 1MB space for maximum

efficiencyé thatodés my gener al rul e

Registering Your Domain Name

Web hosting is out of the way, and
through your hosting client, you still need to grab a domain name.

You should always get a private registration for security
purposesé trust me, itdés worth it.

on top, and I 6d recommend it above


http://www.hostgator.com/shared.shtml
http://tophostingcenter.com/webhosting.html
https://www.godaddy.com/gdshop/hosting/shared.asp?ci=9009
http://www.bluehost.com/tell_me_more.html
http://www.hostmonster.com/hosting-features.htm
http://order.1and1.com/xml/order/Hosting

|t really doesndét matter whedre you
would just go for a more reputable registrar that offers you the

best bang for your buck. Here are my favorites:

17 1&1 Internet ($6.99 + free private registration) TNF

Favorite!
1 Go Daddy ($9.99)
17 Name Cheap ($9.29 + free private registration)
1 APlus.net ($7.40)

Now, and this is very important, the domain name registrar (if they

are smaurt) are going to try and get you to order all of these extra

features that you absolutely do not need. Most of the stuff is either

usel ess Abonhuastd ysoud tdwamréet tneed, or
Security Certificates that you could just purchase later if you

needed.

Putting It All Together

Youdve got your domain name. Youobv
how do you get the domain pointed to your hosting? Well first of

all, if you registered your domain name and web hosting with the

same company, there should be a way to link your purchases

together with relative ease through their control panel. Otherwise,

we have to get smart.


http://order.1and1.com/xml/order/Instant
https://www.godaddy.com/gdshop/registrar/search.asp
http://www.namecheap.com/domain-pricing.asp
http://domains.aplus.net/

| 6m a b ar gfaol, sol tegistet hostingg and domain

names separately for the most part. To link them together, log into

your domain managing page (through the website you registered

with), and navigate to your DNS Management page. We are

| ooking to modi fy t hobanding themets er ver O

your hosting account.

So what the heck Is a nameserver?
mapping device that is registered to your web host, and your
hosting account. You can find out
is through their support website, or FAQ section. The format is
typically fAnsl. website.como and fn
will need to input two nameservers (primary + secondary) so

make sure you have both addresses!

By default, your domain name wi |l |

i s that they are setting your name
page. We need to get this changed so that your domain name is

forwarded to your web hosting account. This may take a few

hours to one day for the effects to take place, so be patient!



