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Welcome to “Creating A Blog,”

With this powerful eBook, you hold in your hands everything
necessary in learning how to start your own blog on the internet.
This book spares no detail, but also manages to “cut to the chase”
in delivering what you need to know.

Many people approach blogging in different ways, but the lessons
learned in this book are universally accepted. By covering
everything from getting that initial “gameplan” set up in an
effective way, to choosing a web hosting client, to installing the
system and marketing your website... this guide has it all!

More importantly, this book is a collaboration of a series that |
wrote on my blog theNetFool.com. | had spent a month or two
publishing this 8-part series that would guide my readers through
creating a successful blog from scratch; now, its time to put it all
together in one place for a easy to understand go-to reference.

If you like the content of this book and want to get a bit deeper
into the blogging world, learning how to expand your exposure,
increase your traffic and maximize your profits... check out
http://www.thenetfool.com/ and subscribe to our RSS feed! J

Best Regards,

Jim Regan “The Net Fool”


http://www.thenetfool.com/
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Part One: Establishing Your Niche & Focus

Welcome to Part One of my series of posts that will be covering
the topic of how to set up your own blog. A lot of readers have

come to me as kawdlid

youdothis?* ... and | bel I me

to get you up to pace.

Creating a website or blog is one of

the more daunting tasks if you do not

know what you are ... .— __.. let"s
this into perspective. Although ultimately nobody can verify this, it

IS estimated that there are over 20 billion websites on the

i nternet today. That"s a | ot of we
website is one of the easier things to do, it just takes a little elbow

grease to put the wheels in motion. @

Before You Start

A |l ot of people don*"t understand t
and maintain. Don"“t en@mgandfse®@ ur t i nm
“swWlmomains” (e.g. “mysite.yoursite.

nobody gets noticed without a little investment. Knowing this, you
can expect to pay $8/year That 6gour

pretty affordable! Web hosting is going to be your biggest



expense. You can find free web hosts if you want to live on the
edge a bit before you start to see some serious traffic and
revenue come in. Once you make the switch over to paid hosting
for better service, you should expect to be paying anywhere from
$4-t0-$10 every month.

With these two ¢ osavesagespendmgofds80 t hat
every year for your blog, not a very large investment considering
the return you will soon be getting every month. Too expensive?
Well if you use free web hosting, which we will explore in Part 2,

you could get out of this fegor as |

Pick Your Type of Blog

In the blogging world, of the “ bl ogosphere” as man

there are going to be two types of blogs: for-profit and non-profit.

Some will tellyou thatafor-pr of i t Dbl og i s sel I ir
you.. this is complete bull profif he N
blog, but gues s what ... | care about what
should be entirely i1rrelevant! E v e
money, I f money ias abfor-ppofit blog. Nothingi t ...
againsteit her side, 1 t"s just I mportant

before you start.



Put On Your Thinking Cap!
Whether or not you are planning to make
money on your blog, it is going to be important

that you find a “niche/gs

Kk
and unique market of focus, for your blog.
Why? Well having a competitive niche will get
you the traffic that you need, and having traffic should be just as
important whether or not you are making money.
So what®"s this about “niche” topic
shoul dn“t drive what your Dblog is a
blog about something that everyone else is already writing about.
|l n effect, you want a focus area t

can get the exposure and the traffic that you crave.

Youdon*t need to be so specific yet

you from the pack! For example, when | started The Net Foal, |

had a very saturated market in the
category.. so | decided to spin thi
Now | d dave that pjain sld make money online blog, |

have something unique that people will consider different and

speci al . | “ve got the “young bl ogg

mar ket s | a ndot,my primdry rgots in making neoney.

This is something that makes The Net Fool unique, and is also



something that gets me traffic and RSS subscribers. So before
you start, make sure you have something special to get noticed

from the get-go.

Tying It All Together - Focusing Your Focus
Assuming that after hearing about the costs of owning

a blog and the market saturation issue you still want

*? to create your own bl og, | et *
A we want now, is a focused bl ¢
( a blog about “golf,” but you"
. a bl og about “golf clubs.” Y
a “baseball ,” but you®"d get a

you chose to writeaabdbaltl " NYC
where | *“"m coming from? You shoul dn

making a new blog and looking to see results fast. A more exact

f ocus, or “focused focus,"” can r ea

Bottom Line: Having the ambition to decide on creating a blog is

great, but are you willing to put in the time and money investment

to make it happen? You should expect to pay anywhere from $5

to $100 cash for a good blog, and
what you want to bl og abydouwdbtoobef or e
much at once. It is much better to start with a focused niche and

gradually expand outward than trying to do everything at once. @



Part Two: Finding a Great Domain Name

| discussed the task of creating a focus on
what you are going to be blogging about.
It is very important to have not just a

general idea, but to have a specific game

plan in place. The common advice goes to

start small, and grow over time.

Now that you have your niche I n mi
that all-important domain name to direct traffic your way. Before |
get ahead of myself,lets st art with t hdlyidasi cs

domain name?

ADomain Name (noun): A series of
separated by periods, such as www.hmco.com, that is an
address of a computer network connection and that identifies

t he owner of -Dictiorary.eothdr ess. 0

Soadomain nameisthat al | | mportant examp
use to direct people to the place on the internet where your

website is stored, or your web hosting. Some people think initially

that domainnamesar e bi g and expensive pur

A domain name can be bought in seconds, and readied within 24



hours, for under $10 by a domain name client like GoDaddy.com,

NameCheap.com, landl.com or Register.com.

Before | take you through the process of finding and registering

that winning address, | want to define the two types of domain

names: private and public. No, not referring

to who can and who can®t

| “m tal Ki ng aibmoyoutregistdre 1 nf
with. | recommend landl.com to register

domains (for now) because they offer free

private registration with every .com name.

When you register a domain name, you are

required to submit all your contact

i nformation.. which become
available to anyone who looks. So basically, unless you register
privately (anonymously), you are going to be sharing your contact
information with the world. Most places tack on a few bucks for a

private registration, but some will give it to you for free!

Know What Makes A Good Domain Name

Okay, so you know what your websi:t
“money.com” is already regi stder ed,
that diamond in the rough domain name that nobody has

registered. Great domain names exist, you just have to look for



them. | want to give you an idea of what you are looking for,
before you actwually start | ooking.

domain name formats:

Great Domain Names: Really good domain names are going to

be the one-word andtwo-wor d domai n names t hat
separated by a hyphen, space or anything (word.com or

wordword.com). Of course, the words should always be

somewhat related.

Good Domain Names: Take those two word domain names and

add a hyphen in between the words
(like ebook-r i ch. com), then you have a go
| onger , | “*d suggest going back to

for one without a hyphen as it lowers value.

Poor Domain Names: | would only recommend
names. | f the “.net” version of yo
keep it on standby and continue 1| o0

than two words (unlessitsa prefixor s u f thenxe tifiokod .“c om

or “webpnoostoimig i n any domain name.

In all, you want a domain name that search engines will pick up

on easily, giving you better rankings. Have your keywords in the



domain name if possible, and try to limit the length of your domain

name to 16 characters (not including .com, .net, etc) max. @

Finding A Winner

There are a | ot of domai ns
there aren®t a | ot of good
might have to be creative to get what youw a n t

so there are quite a few tools to get the creative

juices flowing.

First of all, open up a word document and load up

a domain name website like GoDaddy.com. This
will be for checking if a domain name is available, and recording
the ones that are in the word file. We want to start building a list of
available domain names that you can look back on when you are
done to choose your favorite. For an example, here is the name

list | generated for finding my latest blog.

Basically, | recommend sitting down and plugging in different
word combinations until you get something you liked. You can see
my thought process in the text file above. Here is a list of tools to

get you on your way:


http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt
http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt
http://www.thenetfool.com/domainname_ideas.txt

1 Dislexicon - A great tool that takes common words like

money” and generates short dome
they could be real words.

7 JustDropped - This site gets you a great list of domain

names that have recently expired and are fresh on the
market.

17 DomainsBot - A popular search engine that is geared

specifically to helping you come up with good domain

names.

Themost 1 mportant thing iIs to keep
found a good one. Keep tracking the names that are available,
add them to your list, and keep searching. If you can build a list of

15-20 available domain names, you are sure to find a keeper! @

| hope you enjoyed this lesson on finding a good domain name.

Some people stress the importance of a domain name far too

much for anyone®"s“"goodal Agdi mpol e a
brandable, easy to remember, and search engine friendly domain

name, in the long run it is up to your content to get your blog

popular.


http://www.robobunny.com/cgi-bin/dislexicon
http://justdropped.com/
http://domainsbot.com/

Part Three: Registering Your Domain Name & Web Hosting

By now, you®ve go°
name and blog concept all worked
out,timet o pay t he pi
to get you the right deal, at the right

price, with the right company. @

First things first, in order to run a blog, you will need both a

domain name and some web hosting space. Often,y o u “ | | get
free domain name along with any purchase of web hosting. If

you are going to go for the free h
a domain name yourself., | “m goi ng

assumption that you are buying both of these separately.

Now, you could order your domain name first, but without
anywhere to point it.. it"s going t
knock out web hosting first! In any web hosting account, both paid

and free, make sure that the plan offers the following features:

17 MySQL Databases (at least one)
1 FTP Access (for uploading files)
7 All Major Scripting Services (PHP 4 and/or 5, CGl, Perl, etc.)

Free Web Hosting

If someone is going to give you free hosting, you need to be



skeptical. These can be utter rip-offs and a waste of your time.
However, many are actually great deals. You need to make sure
there won"t be any ads run on your

provider. Also, be sure that there is no size cap on uploaded files

(what a pain!) and that you are allowed to edityour “ . ht access
configuration file. Let*"s have a |
providers:

1 Zymic (5,000MB Space, 50,000MB Transfer) TNF Favorite!
1 FreeHostia (250MB Space, 5GB Transfer)
7 AwardSpace (200MB Space, 5GB Transfer)

You should be safe to go with either of those hosts, and | know
some people that paid for hosting will be shaking in their boots
when they see what they offer. Sti
the move to paid hosting once busi

that move later on after you get your feet wet.

Paid Web Hosting

Looking for the professional setup fromtheget-go ? |t “s a pa
switch hosts, so | would definitely recommend starting early with

paid hosting from one of these great providers. Any of these hosts

will get you what you need at a budget price, and you can rest

easy that your website iIisn“faregoing

my favorites:


http://www.zymic.com/free-web-hosting/
http://freehostia.com/free_hosting.html
http://www.awardspace.com/web_hosting.html

17 HostGator( " Hat ¢ h | iTNFdgdvorRd a n)
1 Top Hosting Center ( " Speedy” ™' =~

7 Go Daddy (Economy Plan)

7 BlueHost (Professional Hosting)

1 Host Monster (Professional Hosting)

7 1&1 Internet (Beginner Hosting)

All of these hosting companies are top-notch, and will get you the

hosting you require, and the price that fits your budget. |

recommend getting the small est pac
shouldn“t be paying more than $10
have a whole network of website you are running. You need

about 200MB space per blog, and you should bank on having

5MB bandwidth (traffic) for every 1MB space for maximum

efficiency.. that“s my gener al rul e

Registering Your Domain Name

Web hosting is out of the way, and
through your hosting client, you still need to grab a domain name.

You should always get a private registration for security
purposes.. trust me, i1t"s worth 1it.

on top, and I *“d recommend it above


http://www.hostgator.com/shared.shtml
http://tophostingcenter.com/webhosting.html
https://www.godaddy.com/gdshop/hosting/shared.asp?ci=9009
http://www.bluehost.com/tell_me_more.html
http://www.hostmonster.com/hosting-features.htm
http://order.1and1.com/xml/order/Hosting

|t really doesn®t matter whedre you
would just go for a more reputable registrar that offers you the

best bang for your buck. Here are my favorites:

17 1&1 Internet ($6.99 + free private registration) TNF

Favorite!
1 Go Daddy ($9.99)
17 Name Cheap ($9.29 + free private registration)
1 APlus.net ($7.40)

Now, and this is very important, the domain name registrar (if they

are smaurt) are going to try and get you to order all of these extra

features that you absolutely do not need. Most of the stuff is either

usel ess *“ bonhuast” you tdvamr“et tneed, or
Security Certificates that you could just purchase later if you

needed.

Putting It All Together

You*ve got your domain name. You"yv
how do you get the domain pointed to your hosting? Well first of

all, if you registered your domain name and web hosting with the

same company, there should be a way to link your purchases

together with relative ease through their control panel. Otherwise,

we have to get smart.


http://order.1and1.com/xml/order/Instant
https://www.godaddy.com/gdshop/registrar/search.asp
http://www.namecheap.com/domain-pricing.asp
http://domains.aplus.net/

| “ m a b ar gfaol, sol tegistet hobstingg and domain

names separately for the most part. To link them together, log into

your domain managing page (through the website you registered

with), and navigate to your DNS Management page. We are

| ooking to modi fy t howanding themetes er ver ”

your hosting account.

Basic DNS Settings

My name server |

181 name server

Advanced DNS Settings
Primary name sesver lplsk] ives.net

Secondary name server My secondary name server v (2]

1st secondary name server I plsk2 lvcs net

So what the heck is a nameserver?
mapping device that is registered to your web host, and your
hosting account. You can find out
is through their support website, or FAQ section. The format is
typically “nsl. website.com” and “n
will need to input two nameservers (primary + secondary) so

make sure you have both addresses!

By default, your domain name wi |l |
i's that they are setting your name
page. We need to get this changed so that your domain name is

forwarded to your web hosting account. This may take a few

hours to one day for the effects to take place, so be patient!



Part Four: Selecting and Installing Your Blogging Platform

We “ v e ¢ olisite aliconfigured,
just like we need it. Everything is ready,
all we need to do now is build & launch
our website to the public! We know
what we want to accomplish, and have

the domain name and web hosting to

makeithappen. Now | et

the system you need to install to get things up and running.

Modern day bloggers use a website script that acts as a
writer/publisher/editor on the internet so you can run your blog

entirely from your website. These scripts are very easy to install,

and once you have things running vy
need to blog like the professionals. This means that you can write,
edit, publish, update and everythi

up with your very own blog!

The Choices: WordPress v. Blogger

There are plenty of independent blogging systems out there, but

you should really only consider two: WordPress and Blogger.

You" I | hear arguments both ways, a
nowadays have made the switch over to WordPress, Blogger still

makes for a viable blogging platform option.



Blogger: Blogs made with Blogger are hosted
directly through the blogger.com website, so no
real need for hosting. The advantage here is of
course that you do not need web hosting. Other
than that, since Blogger is a subsidiary of Google, all of the pages
are very well indexed by the search engine and typically get
decent rankings right off the bat. The system is easy to use for
begi nner s, and great for a persona
you are looking for a cheap way to create a simple online journal,

Blogger is the blogging platform for you.

WordPress: Serious bloggers scoff at the
Blogger system because of its simplicity. There
really aren“t many feature
there exist in WordPress. WordPress.com
allows you to host a blog there for free, just like Blogger, but most
people using WordPress have the actual script running on their
servers. This is what | recommend, because it makes things a lot
easier and more professional in the long run. lalways used
WordPress, and it just keeps getting better or better. If you are
looking to run advertising or make your own blog with a custom
template, you need to use WordPress. This system allows you to
do things your way, rather than have a third party limit your room

to work the way you want.



| personally recommend WordPress to everyone. However, if

you are looking for a really basic and easy to use system for a

low-k ey Dbl og.. why not give Bl ogger

there will be little room to expand without reverting to WordPress,

but 1 t* sideafortsomaonédl@oking for a basic setup.

Downloading Your Blogging Script
Agai n, I don®"t want you using
Blogger. If you would like to try the third-party hosting, you can

simply navigate over to either Blogger.com or WordPress.com to

set up your free account. Take notice: you cannot run your own
ads and you might be required to display theirs, which makes

things look a bit tacky.

Working from the assumption that you are installing WordPress,

| et “ s ¢ heck downlbad pabeeon \WdrdPiess.org You

want to grab the most recent copy available, and save it to your
computer wherever i1t wildl be
X.zip”). Then you simply need
see all the files available for you. Most computers come with a

default extracting program, but if its not working try WinRar.

Uploading WordPress to Your Server

L e t €ars a little about FTP (file transfer protocol). You know the

a

t o

“http:/ /1" before websites? This

t

eas.i

a

h

e

u

S


https://www.blogger.com/start
http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.org/download/
http://www.rarsoft.com/

and the “ftp://7” 1s essentially fo
downloading a client so you can send and download files back

and forth from your hosting account, the best are FileZilla and

CuteFTP, and both are 100% free. This will

allow you to easily access and edit your

files.

Once you have your FTP client up and

running, you just need to connect to your

web hosting account (find the connection

i nformation in your host®"s FAQ sec

username, password and port. Port is almost always going to be

21, so don*t worry about that. Addres
(mine is “thenetfool.com”) and you
simply your | ogin information. Onc

all your files laid out.

All you need to do to have your WordPress script ready to use is
move all the files you just downl o
root folder. This will either be the first thing you see, or it might be
in a folder I|like *“httpdocs.” You-©l

upload everything you just unzipped.

Creating Your MySQL Database

Don*"t | et the terminology confuse


http://filezilla-project.org/
http://www.cuteftp.com/

basically just a big file where all of your settings are dumped and
accessed by the WordPress script. All the text from your posts,
usernames, setting, etc. are stored here in a file that you need to

create. Having a database dedicated to your blog is a smart idea.

Creating a new database is typically done through your web
hosting control panel, and should be pretty easy to figure out. Just

make a new database, a user for that database, and a password

for that wuser. May sure you rememb
need It soon. | f ythisgudean“t figur e

Installing WordPress

|l nstalling the Wordpress figeyngitee m i s

| nst alglide framdMordPress.org should guide you through

things. Essentially, you need to find the

Change File Attributes et ee)
f i | econfigspampl e. php” i meegmeeenn
unzipped files and just fill in the i
information for the database you just e
created. S acvoen fiit@ri@L S[ .. ;) -sbuerosem
e e for all selected fles)
upload it back on to your server. | use e o o ey i Gk v,

Windows Notepad to do this, easy!

Once your files are in place, point your browser to
“yoursit-admiom/ wpstall.php” and f ol

understand prompt. If you get stuck, check back in with


http://www.siteground.com/tutorials/php-mysql/mysql_database_user.htm
http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install
http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install
http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install

Wor dPress.org*“s handy installati on
wrong. You may have to change around the file permissions
(CHMOD) on some of your files, but this can be easily

accomplished with a right-click from your FTP client.

Congratulations, your blog is now installed (or hosted) and ready

for you to start making posts. At this point, you have everything

youwmeetl” to start running a successf.
tutorial, | am going to discuss how to find, install and customize a

template and some very important plugins for your blog. This is

going to be essential to get Google to find your website easier

and to enhance the appeal/user experience at your new website.

In the meantime, why not experiment by making a few posts to

see how things work?



Part Five: Choosing Your Theme and Installing Plugins

Your idea is formed, your niche is set,
your domain name and web hosting are
old news and now you have your

blogging system installed on your server.

Once you have WordPress installed, you
canstartbloggi ng i mmedi atery, wut who"s
going to visit a boring old defautwe bsi t e? Let s get

customizing your blog with a professional theme and plugins!

Selecting & Downloading Your WordPress Template

Most webmasters nowadays like the WordPress system because

installing new themes is quick and easy, and modifying the files is

a snap! | would highly recommend making an investment here to

buy whatisk nown menium” “website. | f you a
for-profit blog, you are probably going to want a template that both

looks nice, and functions well. Before you do, there are a few

great places to grab free templates that | would consider checking

out (try WP _Theme Designer or WP_Themes Press) before you

pay up for a professional look.


http://www.wpthemedesigner.com/
http://www.wpthemespress.com/

If you are like me, then you are going to want what is referred to

as a premium” WordPress theme, or
and costs money. I r e c omonetined” .t. he me
or those that have spaces for 125x%125

ad blocks in the sidebar by default. Just

check out my theme for an example of a
monetized layout. These themes can

run you anywhere from $25 to $150, so

be prepared to go into the red a bit

when you first start out. In my

experience,this de bt shoul dn®t
of a concern, because a good design will typically command a

decent amount of traffic by its aesthetically-pleasing nature alone.

Ten Recommended Premium WP Themes from The Net Fool:
“Revoluti onet-Denyo Bri an Ga

“Bl urbs” b-Yen®l og Per f ume

“Mi I k It -Ddmg Weborithim

Money Bl oggerDemby Bl og Oh Bl og
Rebel Magazine” bem®WP Theme De
“Bl ue Bl ock” by-Déib Theme Desi gn
“Wor dPress Dream -Deneome” by Ben
Li ve Wire-Dedo ti on” by Adi.

0o N o o~ WDN B


http://www.revolutiontheme.com/
http://www.blogperfume.com/blubs/
http://www.johncow.us/milkit/
http://wpthemes.blogohblog.net/
http://ythv.info/rebel/
http://ythv.info/blueblock/
http://demo.wordpressdreamtheme.com/
http://livewire-edition.premiumnewstheme.com/

9. “Premi um NRems by Adii
10. “NewsPreBEmd by Adii

These themes aren“"triinaandy apamntitcu
necessari-tgnmy However, they are ¢c
as | did a good amount of looking around to pull out what | felt

were winners for you readers. &

Installing Your WordPress Theme

Getting your new theme to show up on your website is actually

guite simple. These directions can guide you through the process
step-by-step if you need the added support, but | feel that you

know enough already to understand how to do this.

First things first, make sure that the downloaded template is fully

unzipped somewhere on your computer. We need to upload the

files onto your web hosting account. Using your FTP client

(FileZilla, CuteFTP, etc.), upload your new theme folder (structure
should be “ffambtte&sol;deY " o defri”l es” ) f

t hemes f ol der” wpocateend .i"nsTihdes afs
nothing more than dragging your unzipped template into your wp-

content->themes folder.


http://original.premiumnewstheme.com/
http://newspress.premiumnewstheme.com/
http://codex.wordpress.org/Using_Themes

rolaer U3/3U/ L. L1DLL arwxry,

Folder 03/15/20... 19:04 drwxri

forumegvatars . File Folder 02/28/20... 20:28 drwxr-
s W ALULRIZY VNI HIITY le Folder  06/02/20.. 14:46 drwxry
themes File Folder 03/02/20... 13:20 drwxr-

upgrade File Folder 05/29/20... 22:04 drwxr-
uploads File Folder 03/30/20... 19:39 drwxrv

Remote Site: Iﬂ‘rttpdocs.-"'wpcoment.f"

Once the files are in their place, all you need to do is navigate

over to your wordpress admin panel
tab which will lead you directly to your theme manager. Here, you

will now see the template you just uploaded, and all you need to

do i s set It as the reagwogdlef ault ... a

WordPress Plugins That You Need To Have

Plugins are little extensions that you can easily slap on to your

existing WordPress installation to increase functionality and

| mprove the features of your Dbl og.
much depth about these plugins, as you can find most of what

you need in this official documentation. Every successful blogger

that | have ever heard of used and is using plugins to enhance

their blogs,you* d be foolish not t ol

Here are the top five plugins | feel you MUST have:
1. All-In-One SEO Pack

This is simply the best plugin ava

will make an otherwise search engine disaster look like a natural.

If you want Google to see your site and share it with the world, or


http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugins
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/

if you just want to make your links look better (like mine), you

need to install this plugin!

2. AKismet

Akismet is the most widely used spam filtering system in use

today. When you install this plugin, you are essentailyl connected

to the AKkismet spam server .. which
spam correctly. This is a major time saver, and is free to use.

3. Google XML Sitemaps

This is one of the more under-used plugins, but | think it is one of
the best. Why? Google indexes sites faster that have a sitemap
built. This plugin does it automatically for you, so all of your
content gets noticed much quicker.

4. CommentLuv

A must-have? | think so! CommentLuv publishes a link back to

commentor“s | atest blog posts ever
on your blog. This means more exposure for them, so they will

continue to come back for more.

5. OlIO Publisher

If you are running a for-pay blog, OlO Publisher is a must. This

plugin is $37 and is the best money | have ever spent. This plugin
completely streamlines your advertising service, and really

entices advertisers to buy up slots on your blog like nothing else.


http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/akismet/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/commentluv/
http://www.thenetfool.com/go/oiopublisher.php

Please keep in mind that | am recommending most of these

plugins on the assumption that you want to make money with your

blog. If you are doing this strictly personal, you may want to look

Il nto more “fun” pllendgriomavideb pladyes. addi n

You can find most plugins by searching at WordPress.orqg.

Installing & Activating Your WordPress Plugins

Getting your WordPress plugins up and running is the exact same

process as installing a theme. Simply download the plugin you
would Ii ke to use on your website
cont-ehpl ugi ns asés,\oumnonlyreedto ugload one

php” file directly into the *“plu

advanced plugins), you will need to upload a whole new folder

i nto the “plugins” fol de
it,andy ou “ | | realize i1t rea
sounds.

Once the files are in place, hop back onto

your WordPress admin panel and get on

over to the *“plugins S e
side of control panel). Scroll down to find the plugins that are
listed on your installation and activate them! Once they are active,
you can do different things depending on the plugin. Some show
up as “widgets” on your webpage. A


http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
http://codex.wordpress.org/Managing_Plugins#Installing_Plugins

“Top Commentators” pl uvuagigattto To mana

Design -> Widgets and drag/drop your selected plugin onto the
active toolbar so that it displays with the rest of your website. If
your plugin is something automatically running in the background,
like Akismet, you need to find the managing page. This manage
page istypicallyasub-l i nk off of the *“ Manage’

your admin panel.

Once you have the theme you like and the plugins you desire
installed and running on your blog, you just need to start posting
and marketing to get a good crowd coming over. Hopefully you
learned a thing or two about how to handle customization of your
WordPress blog. If you run into any problems, have a look on

Google or WordPress.org for more information.



Part Six: Optimizing Your Blog for Search Engines & More

Now that you have your blog all set

up and customized, you are

essentially ready to go. However, e
o

(/)

most find it very effective to \ ¥
optimize their blogs so that search S L E
engines and readers more easily

find your website. Taking ch few sn
engine optimize) your website can work wonders, and you will

be forever losing to your competition unless you do this at some

poi nt . So before we get i nto marke
completely free and time-tested methods to boosting your traffic

with optimization techniques.

People typically hear the word *“SE
wall, thinking that it is something only the professionals can

master. Far from it! SEO simply refers to simple techniques that

organize things like your keywords and page URLs in a more

efficient way to make big search engines like Google find your

content faster and easier than before.

One quick note before we start: NEVER pay anyone to do this

foryoulPeopl e that promi se




Googl e Rankings i n thereaijyybpuoE.nd so o
They are going to be doing one of
techniques that will work for a day or two before getting you

completely banned from Google or targeting an unwanted search

keyword that will never help you. You can and should do this

yourself! It is really quite easy when you get that hang of things,

and | “ 11 even w&l k you through it
Here are my top SEO steps to take before you start writing posts:

1. Structure Your Bl ogbs URLs Prop
When you look at a URL in my website, what do you see?

Words! As a blogger, you do not want to have a structure that is
“yoursite.com/iGad/e20 0&/ posytt hi ng wi t
Then, take a look at my page titles. Notice that they are always

“Post Title | The Net Fool” instea
very important for SEO purposes. These things are going to be

the messy defaults you get with WordPress and almost any other

system that you use, so we need to install and use the All-In-One

SEO Pack WordPress plugin that | have recommended. You can

find the link as well as installation instructions in Part 5 of my

Creating A Blog series.


http://www.thenetfool.com/creating-a-blog-theme-and-plugins/

Home Title Making Money Online by Tuming Time Into Cash - The Net

Fool dot com

Home Description The Net Fool teaches ways to make monay online through

stock market basics, blogging tips, get paid to take

Home Keywords

make money online,blogging tips, ways to make money
{(comma separated) ~

onkne money blog,business blog,blogging,internet

Rewrite Titles I~

Let " s wor k -lreOné $SEO! Tw get irfto the kelttings page
after you have I nsthaglsfed Al havng ®nhe

SEO” in your WordPress Admin sectd.i

edit all of the setting to fit your structure.

s Your

Home Title” should be shor
your main keyword, and under 15 words in length (mine is

“ Ma k i amegy Omline by Turning Time Into Cash - The Net

Fool dot com”) .

Your *“Home Description” is what
often when your website is short. Pack this with keywords

and make it 160 words or less for the best results.

Your Ho me K eugtithatyydusKeyward phrases.

| would just slam as many as you have in this box, though

some recommend using just a few.

Enabl e “Rewrite Titles” and have

structured to show “%thing% | %t



This may be a bit confusing to you so far, so what | have
graciously done is taken a screenshot of all my settings. You can
have a look at what | am doing for SEO

by checking out this screenshot.

2. Creating A SiteMap for Your Site

A sitemap is essentially a listing of all of

your pages, posts, etc. that are on your

website. Because usually everythingi s n“t webbed toget
essential to have an updated sitemap so Google and other search

engines can find your content easily and start getting you some

reliable traffic.

| recommend installing the WordPress SiteMap Generator Plugin

from Dagon Design. You can find this through their official
website. Please note that there are probably tons of other that
work in the same way, so use your favorite, but make sure that it

IS updating your sitemap on a regular basis.

3. Submitting Your Blog to Search Engines

Now that you have a sitemap and your page structures look

clean, |l et“s |l et the search engine

can use a service for free like SubmitExpress,

FreeWebSubmission or AddPro to get you indexed in hundreds of



http://www.thenetfool.com/images/allinoneseo.jpg
http://www.dagondesign.com/articles/sitemap-generator-plugin-for-wordpress/
http://www.submitexpress.com/submit.html
http://freewebsubmission.com/
http://www.addpro.com/

engines. However, when it comes down to it, all that really

matters is Google.

To start with Google, follow this link to submit your website to their

search engines.

Once that is done, we are goingtoopenupGoo gl e s We b ma s

Tools, and create a membership i f yol
are | ogged i n, go ahead an “Add Yo
and start ordering Google around. You are most likely going to
need to upload a small file to your server so Google knows you
are the real owner (”7googlel248012
ready to go. You can have a look around, but all we need to do

here is give them the sitemap we made, and get out!

Sitemaps
www_thenetfool.com «
Sitemap statistics:

Total URLs: 241
Indexed URLs: 127

Add a Sitemap 1-10f1
y Last URLs
Ellename Eormat Downloaded Status submitted
| sitemap.xml  Sitemap ;gohours oK 241 Details
To submit your sitemap, which shou

main root folder, navigate in your Webmaster Tools left-hand


http://www.google.com/addurl/
http://www.google.com/webmasters/
http://www.google.com/webmasters/
http://www.google.com/webmasters/

panel tos™®Si“tAednda pSi temap.” We are

a “General Web Sitemap” and it sho
“yoursite.com/sitemap.xml”™ or anot
correctly. Once they®"ve verified I

checking it often and thatthestat us 1 s *“ OK. "~

4. Setting Up a n301 Redirecto wit
One of the most overlooked things in optimizing websites is using
.htaccesstocont r o | how your website®"s UR
people will link to your website as either
“http://yoursite.com” or
“http:// www. yoursite.conm
Bl G problems for Googl e.

seen as two different websites, so all of
your recorded growth is literally cut in half! You want your
rankings high, ri ght ? Somaximize* s ¢ ha

the results from your efforts.

Open up “notepad” or any text edit
save a file with any extension you want. In it, simply put the

following:

Options +FollowSymLinks

RewriteEngine On



RewriteCond %{HTTP_Host} *"YOURDOMAIN.com [NC]
RewriteRule ~(.*)$ http://www.YOURDOMAIN.com/$1 [L,R=301]

Make sure that this is on four separate lines in the file, and that

you replace “"YOURDOMAdUWN website.
have an .htaccess file on your server, which is very likely at this

point, just download your existing one and add these lines to the

top.Her e s a s amp lif gou wanthcedowaloachand e

useittdon"t forget to rename it to

5. Link Your Blog Like a Pro!

Linking is the key to exposure, traffic and high rankings. While

you should never link just for the sake of linking, feel free to

spread the link love around as much as possible. This is why you

see me posting “link | ove” every

Sunday al ong with nt s ...

it can only help!

One big way you can get your website
better trafficked is by installing a
“related posts” pl ugin (as | have done) t
the current at the bottom of each article you publish. This make

for solid deep links throughout your website, and will have your

visitors staying longer by exploring similar content. | recommend

and usRelatechEmtris” pl ugin by WASABI .



http://www.thenetfool.com/http:/www.thenetfool.com/htaccess-demo.txt
http://wasabi.pbwiki.com/Related%20Entries

Other than a related entries plugin, you should go around to blogs

in your niche and comment on their posts (yes, this is an extra

link). Also, try emailing whoever you can asking for link

exchanges .. which ar eYourshduld@advéry bene
pay someone for a link, as you run the risk of almightly Google

frowning upon your website (yes, they will catch you). But
basicallw, ldok" thalze | i ke many ot he

soon find your efforts rewarded!



Part Seven: Blogging and Marketing for Traffic & Readers

Remember my motto, work smart and get

N
rich. Blogging is all about keeping that 7 4 gy
balance between writing and marketing to .
maxi mi ze your traffic‘\ et
getting your blog on the map from the get-go! ~

Finding Your Blogging Equilibrium

| am a firm believer that there are essentially

two parts to blogging success, content and marketing. To think
about it one way, nobody is going to like your blog if the content is
poor, yet nobody is going to see your blog in the first place if you
d o nnfarket it. | have seen thousands fall toward one side of the
spectrum and as me *
tell them! Either you are too focused on marketing and getting
networked that you fail to spend enough time making your blog
worthwhile for readers, or you are too concerned with writing all

the time so you never give your website any exposure.

| “m going to talk now, bDbrief as
coin. It is important to write awesome content that will separate

you from the pack, but you cannot forget to secure links and traffic
from other sources so that you have someone to visit your blog.

Let “ s | e daeach paa eorrectly, and you will need to

why 1 s my bI

0d



judge for your sel f whaeketiegequidimium bl o g
really lies. @

Style/Organize Your Content

There are so many tips for writing good blog posts out there, so |

am going to try my best to summarize the finer points of blogging.
First things first, you need to find your

blogging style. What the heck is your

“ blogging style anyway? In short, it is
. g /‘ the way you write. There is a
7 A\ ~ differencebet ween “writing
contentut i Il i zing this met
and “laying out some t

You do NOT want posts that vary in
writing, because you can never maintain the attention of your
readers if you are all over the map from one day to the next.
Decide right now how you are going

future readers will love the consistency.

One you know your effective writing style, it"s time to learn how to

organize your thoughts. The purpose of a blog is to keep people

i nformed without al/l of the mindle
your readers. People generally zip in and out of blogs in just a few

mi nut es, So cut out the ,fl uff?” fr



process. People want useful information, not senseless jibber-

jabber.

The Pre-Post Strategy
Before I sit down to write a post, | like

to do about 30 minutes minimum

research. This has no exception, | like

to open up a Notepad file and jot down

things | come across. If this is a stock
market post, | open up a file and jot down company names before
| do research and whittle the list down. This process is the same
for an article about SEO, where | would collect different methods |
know about and cut it down into something more manageable.
Know what you are writing before you start, and things will always
| ook much nicer. Oh, attmbtbgabdut, you do
c heck oletThingg To'Blog About” gui de.

One of the more obvious ways to improve your blog posts is to

edit them down for organitaiag i on. I
time to go back through your article, even if you are just browsing,

to correct for spelling errors and make sure that the post title fits
neatly i n the content area. | “m al
professional, so if | see that | have a line where one word is

hanging over, | will re-write that sentence to make it fit.


http://www.thenetfool.com/blog-post-ideas/

Going Back for a Second Look
Appearance is everything in a blog. If you are not using images,
or if you are double-spacing the heck out of your content, you are

not blogging effectively. | wrote an entire post about using images

effectively in your blog posts, and | recommend at LEAST one
image in every post you ever write. Why? People are lazy, and if

you don“t tlhawnweg dameto entire reade
they wi || simple ignore you. | t * s
all my text to make it and the images flow nicer. In addition, I like

a 10-pixel spacing between text and image at all times. These are

just a few tricks you can use to make things appear sharp. ©

Getting The Word Out

Mar keting your Dblog iIis very import
d o nthink that you need to start throwing money into the mix to

get your traffic. | had over 100 RSS subscribers before | invested

my money in sidebar advertisements on other blogs in my niche.

You can get | inks coming back to vy

discuss my top six methods of marketing your blog from the start.

1. Make A Link Bait Post
Some people go over the top in trying to pick a fight in order to get
some exposure. | want to emphasize smart writing, you never

need to take the offensive and start making yourself look less


http://www.thenetfool.com/using-images/
http://www.thenetfool.com/using-images/
http://www.thenetfool.com/using-images/

professional just to score a pity link from a more popular blogger.
What | do suggest is making an interesting and controversial

article here and there to spark some

conversation. You can do this by twisting a

a w

‘ f 4, popular thought, making a reply post to
Eg' | %3' something a popular blogger writes or even
5: B L8 Eg 2 by doing something outrageous. These posts
Tl g‘ Br» can get you an immediate traffic bump, and
:’ g 28 have the potential to instantly lift a blog into

o

the spotlight.

2. Start A Competition

Having a solid following of RSS subscribers is the number one

way outsiders will judge your blog. Offering a bribe to your

readers, most often through a contest, is a fantastic way to see a

rise in your numbers. Whether or not they stick around after the
competition is over isn“t your con
number as high as you can get it. | recommend going around to

more popular bloggers and collecting sponsored prizes as an

early move on your path to success. People are generally willing

to contribute for a few backlinks to their blog, and if you can get

people to blog about your contest,



3. Participate In Link Exchanges

Many bloggers frown upon using link exchanges to gain

popul ari ty. Check out my sidebar ..

link list is leftover from my earlier days when | branched out to
fellow bloggers to exchange links and
boost popul atooiaggsessiveD o
as you should always try to please

almighty Google by growing steadily and

consistently. However, exchanging your
inksor offering “blurbs~ your
is a fantastic way to gain friends and leech off each others traffic.
Consider yourself like a disease, spreading your influence

throughout your niche., 't “s a bi

4. Use Social Media Services to Drive Your Traffic
Social media networks are becoming increasingly popular. Go
ahead and sign up to as many networks as you can. | used

MyBloglLog, Digg, StumbleUpon and Technorati in my early days,

and | wish | had used more. There is no better way to get on the

map then to use networking websites to get visitors and returning
readers on the fly. For exampl e,
an article, you can see upwards of 500 interested internet surfers

headed your way in a day.


http://www.mybloglog.com/
http://www.digg.com/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/
http://www.technorati.com/

5. Pay The Piper for Instant Traffic

| f you don®t ws thdén bd pocparedtb ®@ckle r i e n
blogging by putting down a few bucks for advertising. $100 is a

good initial budget, but you will need to increase this week by

week once you start to get more popular. One of my favorite

investments is 125x125 banner advertisements on blogs in my

niche area. By getting a flashy ba
website, you can literally leech off their traffic and get some

awesome traffic. Paid reviews (at the right price) are another

great way to get people interested in your content. If your website

i's any good, you“"IlIl get a friendly

up to subscribe.

If you are adverse to paying, but still would like to advertise, try

services like Project Wonderful and EntreCard to grab some

cheap or free advertisements on similar blogs, on an exchange

basis. Think of these like banner exchanges more than ads.

6. Actively Comment on Similar Blogs

If you have a blog, you should be networking with other bloggers
in your area by subscribing to their websites and commenting
regularly on their new posts. Why? Comments are one of the best
ways to score a free link back in seconds. Go ahead and

comment on every blog you are subscribed to daily if you are


http://www.projectwonderful.com/
http://www.entrecard.com/

able. You"ll get i1 nterested peopl e

seeing your website, and chances are they are already interested
in the niche you are blogging. Easy

traffic, easy linking and Google will

thank you. | ™

Utilizing these top six methods {Hike /—/ b
ey

even-humbers;-sue-me) will definitely
get your blog off the ground and will

kick-start any marketing campaign. There are hundreds of other
ways you can get your link around, such as submitting articles,
registering in web directories, submitting posts to blog submission
services and even posting in forums with your link in the

Signat ur e.uttbdgomvemewvetythiagbbecause marketing

shouldn®"t consum@® any newer bl og.

It can be very tempting to ditch content in favor of marketing

because there are just so many things you can be doing to

maximize your readership and daily traffic. Never fall into this trap.

Good bloggers like Jim from The Net Fool dot com realize that

content is, in the end, king (or queen). Write well and market well,

but don®"t go over the tblogging. Thi s

S



Part Eight: Organizing Content and Forming a Routine

Being an efficient blogger is one of the most important moves that

you will make in your blogging career. There are so many writers

that have great blogs, but fail to do things regularly. Readers

like some measure of consistency, so it is important to have all of

your RSS feeds and post titles just as predictable as your

bl ogging routine. By the end -of th

plan in hand to succeed. @

Organizing Your RSS Feeds

Chances are, if you are new to blogging,
you just don®"t under
with Really Simple Syndication (RSS). By

default, the WordPress system will set you

up with an RSS feed that is sloppily
organized from the get-go into a few pages of content. We need
to have this a lot more organized so that people can sign up to
our feeds with ease. Remember, not everyone will want to sign up
to receive your RSS in their email inboxes every morning, and not
everyone will want things directed to an RSS reader. The key to
getting the maximum amount of RSS subscribers, is giving them

the most options.



Luckily for wus, Google recently to
you get all of the most professional options completely free. If you

haven®"t al r e a dheedBugnertandaereate@rv e r t o

account. Wi th this, you can add vyo
and have everything streamlined fo
an easy to use “http://feeds.feedburner.com/thenetfool” ac ces s

URL that opens up to a ton of unique subscriber options.

Everything is tracked for you, and you can publicly show your

readers how many subscribers you have at any given point in

time with the “FeedCouanailabletgoybuugi n a

for free.

Go ahead activate whatever option you want through FeedBurner,
as most of them are quite valuable. About 95% of successful
bloggers are using FeedBurner to organize all of their
subscribers. You can make a unique email feed subscriber option,
add advertisements to your RSS feed for added revenue or even
customize the format of the text that appears in each RSS feed
item.

Organizing Your Post URLs and Titles
For the purposes of search engine optimization (SEO) and
uni formity, I t*s I mportant to have

most effective way possible. Now that you have everything on


http://www.feedburner.com/fb/a/home
http://feeds.feedburner.com/thenetfool

your bl og AB-EBOQhedSEWRatkhyou may be looking
for a way to simplify the URL of vy

want to see any numbers or dates in the web address, so use

“Per mal i ntkigd settumcorgeetly.

Lots of bloggers fail to address Permalinks as a useful tool to
organizing your content. However, having your posts appear as

“your bl ogttleloen/ @/o'sti s very neat and

your administrator section and select

prn— @  engines to pick up. To do this, simply
| : ; navi gate to the “Settin
el -3 J

L)) HEsE

the “Permal i nks” t ab. |

after our domain name. Alternatives are fine, but | feel that simply

cust om st /%pastname®/” o f

having the title there in the URL is the easiest method to use.

Once you have Permalinks configured, you can adjust the words

that appear in the URL on each individual post. Right underneath

the title of your posts in the editing screen, there will be a new
“permal i nk” |l ine where you can man
recommend using five words or less, and adjusting it to include a

simple term that would naturally be well-searched in Google. Use

your own discretion, but having the Permalink appear as a

common phrase is usually great for search engine rankings.


http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/

Other than Permalinks, the title of your post itself is essential.
Beyond having a nice looking url on each post, your titles should
be unique and packed with keywords. Over time, you will see
exactly what | mean by this as your blog starts to appear in

search engines more often. Make sure that each post title is
something dynamic that draws attention, while at the same time
describing what the post is about. This should appear clean inside
of your blog“s | ayout, meani ng
going to run off the page.. and
y ou don “title thatdasrtao a

short to describe a post.

Tracking Your Stats

Now that you have everything

wor king correctl
install a traffic-tracking script that will show you how many unique
visitors you are getting every day (among other things). This is
very important for advertising purposes and organization. You
will want to know how well your blog is doing outside of
subscribers alone, so it is important to see how many people are
seeing your website each day, week and month so that you will
know what you are doing right and wrong. Without a statistics

measure, bloggers often miss out on potential traffic coming in

t

h a

because they simply don“t know wha



Plus, advertisers like to see what kind of traffic you are getting for

ordering ads from your website. @

The best traffic tracker in my opinion is the new Google Analytics

system. This is more reliable and has the most options possible

for analyzing your traffic. Plus, you get an unlimited log size so

you can see how you are doing over
Is always nice. If you are looking for something simpler, check out

a service like StatCounteror  Wo r d P r FareSgafs to traghn

your progress. As much as | hate to over-rely on statistics to
gauge my success as a blog
to at least check how you are performing on a

statistical basis now and then.

Forming a Blogging Routine

The biggest pitfall in blogging is the failure to

create a blogging routine. When you own a

publicly viewed blog, you need to be posting as often as possible

and doing everything possible to expand yourreach.ld on “t know
too many people that own blogs as personal journals that they

really don“t want to pick up | ots

assumption that we want as much traffic as possible.

My recommendation is to make a new post every day. | have

experimented heavily with posting at different intervals, but there


http://www.google.com/analytics/
http://statcounter.com/
http://firestats.cc/

reallyisn “t a better way in the worl d t
than by posting regularly every da
time to fit this formula, try to pump out a minimum of 3 posts every

week. Blogs that publish content less than 3 times a week are

generally forgotten about. As much as people want to read your

material, you will lose interest at an alarming rate if people

assume that vyou simply don®"t <care

content to post regularly.

In addition to posting often, you should be doing all the right

things after you make a new post .
routine” can include anything and
other blogs in your niche to publishing to social media networks. |

find that my routine often consists of:

1. Commenting on related blogs to get clicks back to your post
2. Submitting each post to submission services like

BlogEngage and BlogsVine

3. Re-Writing good articles and submitting to free article

services like EZineArticles

4. Posting 5-10 useful thread responses in forums like

DigitalPoint and Bloggeries

If you keep a steady routine of posting on regular intervals and

following up each post with a slew of marketing techniques to


http://blogengage.com/
http://blogsvine.com/
http://ezinearticles.com/
http://forums.digitalpoint.com/
http://www.bloggeries.com/forum/

gradually increase the number
be well on your way to turning an undiscovered blog into a niche
authority. Your routine should be unique to your particular needs
as a blogger, and you should never try to overdo it as we all run

out of time now and then.

Conclusion

| hope that you have enjoyed this series on creating your own

bl og. We®"ve covered everything
your website on, registering a domain name and even marketing
your name to attract visitors. The length of this guide itself is a
testament to how complex owning and operating a blog can be. It
IS important to know what you are in for before you start if you

want to hit the ground running.

-The Net Fool

of
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Closing Statements

This eBook is provided at no cost to you from theNetFool.com.
You are free to download and distribute this eBook as you
wish, but are not permitted to change any content or remove the
linking features. Furthermore, while you are allowed to give this
eBook away for free to your readers, you may NOT sell this title

to anyone under any circumstances for profit.

If you find that you have paid for this eBook, please contact
whomever you bought it from and inform them that they are
violating the terms of service. Following their response, you may

email me for further action at im@thenetfool.com

| hope that you have enjoyed this complimentary 55-page
eBook... one of the best offers available on the internet to date. iF
you would like to see anything added to the title, please contact

the author jim@thenetfool.com.

Thanks for reading, and good luck!

-Jim Regan “The Net Fool”

http://www.thenetfool.com



mailto:jim@thenetfool.com
mailto:jim@thenetfool.com
http://www.thenetfool.com/
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